
THIS IS WHAT I KNOW 

Fourth Sunday in Lent – A March 26, 2017    John 9:1-41 

 

You can’t make this stuff up.  There’s blindness and sight, frustration and faith, belief and 

unbelief, superstition and clarity—all tied together with sarcasm and humor.  That doesn’t sound 

much like a gospel text, but here it is: Chapter 9 of The Good News according to John.  

The first eight verses are devoted to the encounter with a man born blind, and Jesus’ 

demonstration of healing power. Right from the start we have a teachable moment.  “Who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  So the first silliness we come face-to-

face with is a doctrine of sin that suggests that even a fetus in utero is capable of committing acts 

of rebellion against God. No matter.  Jesus is quick to dismiss the idea that being born blind is a 

punishment from God for anybody’s transgression. However, even now, Jesus says, this terrible 

thing is about to become a vehicle for God’s glory to be seen.   

In many cases we have witnessed Jesus’ heal with a word, even when the person to be healed is 

not present (think of the Centurion’s slave, or Jairus’s daughter. But here, Jesus actually spits on 

the ground and makes mud packs to rub on the man’s eyes; and he tells him to go wash in the 

Pool of Siloam. He is sent to a place with a name that means “sent.” Scripture tells us he washed 

and was able to see. I can’t imagine what that must have felt like, and it would have been 

interesting for John the Evangelist to tell us more about a guy who is seeing for the first time in 

his life. 

But the actual healing is not as important to this account as its meaning to the people around the 

community and how sight and blindness become a metaphor for belief and unbelief as this story 

plays out. First the neighbors are amazed. “Hey, isn’t that the guy who used to sit and beg?” 

“Well, it looks like him, but I don’t know….”  

“Yes, it’s me.” “The man Jesus made mud, rubbed it in my eyes, and told me to go wash it off.”  

“Wow. Cool. Where is he?”  

“Um, I didn’t see where he went.” 

The religious authorities are aghast at the idea that Jesus performed a healing on the Sabbath. 

Yes, rather than marveling at the miracle of God’s power delivering sight to the blind, many of 

them are more concerned that Jesus broke the rules by “working” on the Sabbath. “He can’t be a 

man of God if he doesn’t observe the Sabbath.” “Wait! Who else would be able to do such 

things?” The Pharisees were divided in their opinion, so they asked the young man what his take 

on the situation was.  “I believe he’s a prophet.”  Well, that wasn’t exactly the answer the 

authorities were looking for, so the asked his parents who, for fear of getting themselves in hot 

water, tossed the hot potato back to the Pharisees. “Yes, he’s our son. Yes, he’s been blind from 

birth and now he can see.  But we don’t know anything about how it happened. Ask him: he’s 

old enough to tell you.” 

So they got the young man back and said: “Give glory to God! This guy is a sinner.”  This is 

especially humorous, given that they can’t accept the miracle in their midst and praise God for 

this guy’s healing. His response to them: “Umm, I don’t know if he’s a sinner or not. One thing I 

do know. I was blind, and now I see.” 
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“But how did he do that? Tell us!” 

“I already have told you. Why are you so interested? Do you want to become his disciples?” 

“We are disciples of Moses. We have no idea where this so-called healer comes from!” 

“Gee, that’s pretty funny. You don’t know where he comes from; yet you profess that God 

doesn’t listen to sinners.  Obviously this guy is for real, or else he wouldn’t be able to do the 

things he can do.” 

“You scumbag, born entirely in sins, how dare you think you can teach us!” 

With that, it appears they threw him out of the Temple. Jesus heard about it, and caught up with 

the young man, probably right outside of the Temple, since some Pharisees were overhearing 

their conversation. 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

“Well, yes. Can you point him out to me?” 

“Don’t you recognize my voice? I’m the one who rubbed mud in your eyes and told you to go 

wash. Now you know. You have seen God-with-us.” 

“Lord, I believe.” 

Then Jesus spoke about his mission. To bring sight to the blind, and to call out the blindness in 

those who think they can see.  The Pharisees were close by, and they knew Jesus was talking 

about them.  

“Are you calling us blind?” 

“Well, if you were truly blind, you wouldn’t be so pathetic. But since you claim you have the 

vision, I have news for you: In your arrogance, you have lost sight of who God is and how God 

works. You’ve caused your own blindness. Now who’s stuck in sin?” 

There, you have it: forty-one verses in this chapter of John’s gospel, most of them dealing, not 

with the sign from God, the healing, the miracle—but rather, our stubbornness to be so stuck on 

ourselves that we fail to see God in our midst. Sadly, most of these so-called religious leaders 

still don’t understand. And that’s why this account is part of the Jesus story that leads us to the 

cross. People who couldn’t or wouldn’t recognize God in Jesus at work in God’s world are the 

ones who sent Jesus to the cross.  

Lord, may we never have our noses so high in the air that we fail to see you.  Amen.  


